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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1, 6, 7, 12, 13-15, 17, 22-24 and 26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hatch et al. in view of Tripathy, 

Re claims 1, 13, 14, 22-24 and 26, Hatch et al. discloses a bearing assembly 
comprising, a bearing housing (1 1 ) adapted to house the bearing insert, a cover (13) 
removably securable to the bearing housing and a rotatable flinger (23) secured to the 
cover, the flinger having a first opening therethrough, the first opening being adapted to 
receive a rotatable shaft (7) and to enable the rotatable flinger to form a compression 
seal against the rotatable shaft and an outer flange (15) disposed external to the cover 
capable of flinging material that comes into contact with the outer flange away from the 
bearing assembly. However, Hatch et al. does not teach a bearing insert (16). Tripathy 
teaches a bearing assembly comprising a bearing insert. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have had the 
bearing insert of Tripathy in the assembly of Hatch et al. since bearings are well known 
for allowing smooth rotational movement of shafts. 
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Re claims 6 and 7, Hatch et al. as modified wherein the bearing insert comprises 
a plurality of ball bearings. 

Re claim 12, Hatch et al. as modified teaches wherein the cover is adapted to 
form an interior volume when secured to the bearing housing. 

Re claims 15 and 16, Hatch et al. teaches wherein the rotatable member 
comprises an inner flange and an outer flange,the inner and outer flanges being 
disposed on opposite sides of the cover to secure the rotatable member to the cover. 

Re claim 17, Hatch et al. as modified teaches wherein grease forms a seal 
between the rotatable member and the cover. (Column 3, lines 17-20) 

3. Claims 8, 1 9-21 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hatch et al. as modified and as applied above in view of Motsch. 

Re claims 8, 19-21 and 25, Hatch et al. as modified does not teach wherein the 
cover comprises a peripheral flange and the bearing housing comprises an annular 
groove, wherein the cover is secured to the bearing housing by elastically deforming the 
cover to position the peripheral flange within the annular groove. Motsch teaches 
wherein a cover (28) comprises a peripheral flange and the bearing housing comprises 
an annular groove (29, 30), wherein the cover (28) is secured to the bearing housing by 
elastically deforming the cover to position the peripheral flange within the annular 
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groove. It would have been obvious to liave used the attaching means of Motsch in the 
invention of Hatch et al. as a elastically deforming a cover to position the peripheral 
flange with the annular groove (snap attachment) is a well known alternate equivalent 
means for attaching two components that is well known in the art. 

4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hatch et 
al. as modified and applied to claim 1 above in view of Tooley. 

Re claim 10, Hatch et al. as modified does not teach wherein the bearing 
assembly further comprises a second cover and a second rotatable flinger secured to 
the second cover to form a seal between the bearing assembly and the shaft, the 
second cover and second rotatable flinger being disposed opposite the first cover and 
the first rotatable flinger on the bearing housing. Tooley teaches a bearing assembly 
further comprises a second cover and a second rotatable flinger secured to the second 
cover to form a seal between the bearing assembly and the shaft, the second cover and 
second rotatable flinger being disposed opposite the first cover and the first rotatable 
flinger on the bearing housing. (Fig. 2) It would have been obvious to have included a 
second seal/cover assembly opposite the first assembly so as to protect the internal 
components of the apparatus from both ends of the housing. 

5. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hatch et 
al. as modified and applied to claims 14, 15 and 17 above in view of Uhen. 
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Re claim 1 8, Hatch et al. as modified does not teach a sealing assembly 
comprising a grease relief. Uhen teaches a sealing assembly (90) comprising a grease 
relief (118). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have applied 
the teachings of Uhen to the assembly of Hatch et al. as modified in order to relieve 
excess grease from accumulating in the seal. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 5, and 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 0 and 12-26 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bentley teaches a bearing assembly. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melanie Torres whose telephone number is (703)305- 
0293. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Lavinder can be reached on (703)308-3421 . The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)308-2571 
for regular communications and (703)308-2571 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308- 
1113. 




MT 

June 27, 2004 



